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CONNECTING TECHNOLOGICAL INNOVATION  
TO DECISION MAKING FOR SUSTAINABILITY  

Co-hosts Statement 

 

Why we launched the Global Science, Technology and Innovation Conference 
Series (G-STIC)? 

Humanity is at a cross-roads. Rapid developments, fuelled by technological innovations, have helped 
to bring unprecedented wealth to many parts of the world over the last century and nearly unlimited 
opportunities for personal development and increased wellbeing. But this expansion has come at a 
cost to the planet and the people. The natural resource base on which all development depends, is 
getting depleted, overused, and polluted. Disparities in wealth have increased dramatically. And 
there remain inequalities in education, health, political freedom and other dimensions of 
development within and across countries and groups. In an increasingly connected world, billions 
yearn for progress and have the legitimate aspirations of having the same opportunities as the well-
off members of the global society. This hope is embodied in Agenda 2030 and the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) - a global sustainability agenda with 17 ambitious goals, agreed in 2015 
by 193 countries within the United Nations framework, to guide the world towards a better future 
for all. 

Achieving the SDGs by 2030 is just not possible with the current development model. The resource 
base that fuel human development for all, now and in the future, poses a natural limit to the growth 
potential of our economic system under business-as-usual conditions. A paradigm shift is needed, 
not only regarding our current development patterns – production and consumption processes but 
also how we transform the future. We need a new story line, a narrative that takes into account the 
natural boundaries of the planet we all share, while at the same time embracing the opportunities 
that new technologies offer us. 

To help shape these societal and technological transitions at the critical juncture we are at today, the 
five independent technological research institutes that we represent, jointly launched the Global 
Science, Technology, and Innovation conference series (G-STIC), to work across national and sectoral 
boundaries and identify innovative and feasible solutions to strengthen and direct technological 
innovation to help the world achieve the SDGs. 

G-STIC aims to catalyse the process of better harnessing science, technology, 
and innovation to achieve the SDGs by 2030 and to improve human well-
being and prosperity broadly 

The SDGs are first and foremost about leaving no one behind. They are about eradicating poverty, 
eliminating hunger, providing energy services to all, working towards a more equitable and 
sustainable world where it is good for all to live in a healthy and thriving environment.  

We are convinced that business as usual will not deliver the SDGs by 2030. Technological innovation 
offers a great opportunity to transform current production and consumption processes, and realize a 
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worldwide transition to sustainability that can open doors to development and enhancement 
opportunities for all. But for this to happen, we also need to strengthen and transform our effort 
towards innovation. We need to ensure that the science and technology enterprise is directed and 
harnessed effectively to bring about the kind of changes we desire, especially for those who have 
been left behind. This will require new ways of developing new technologies and deploying them 
more effectively at scale. This in turn will require not only innovative policies and business models 
but also innovative forms of cooperation across national borders and among a variety of actors – 
governments, businesses, academia and civil society. The G-STIC aims to catalyse this process of 
better harnessing science, technology, and innovation to achieve the SDGs by 2030 and improve 
human well-being and prosperity broadly. 

G-STIC 2017, the first in series of annual conferences, aimed at identifying and promoting market-
ready, innovative technological solutions needed to achieve the SDGs – implementable solutions 
that are scalable and sustainable both from a societal and economic perspective. G-STIC 2017 
focused on integrated solutions that work across disciplines and sectors, and assessed how to 
accelerate and make more effective their deployment to help resolve the myriad of challenges that 
lie ahead. G-STIC 2017 has provided deep insights, in particular paying attention to underserved and 
marginalized communities, and has identified holistic solutions that can be applied now and work for 
small-scale farmers and rural households as well as multinationals and start-ups. 

The discussions highlighted that, to realise these technological opportunities, we need to break 
down institutional barriers, revisit established concepts, change laws, regulations and habits. Above 
all, it is vital to work across sectors, to promote new business models and value chains, to 
demonstrate how the combination of integrated solutions and new business models works, and rethink 
local, national and global policy making. That requires commercial and political leadership to 
advocate and make the changes that are good for people, planet and prosperity.  

In addition to focusing on integrated technological solutions that have the potential to substantively 
contribute to achieving the SDGs, G-STIC 2017 has also addressed 4 aspects that are of fundamental 
importance to the SDGs: Gender mainstreaming, youth engagement, climate and ICT. 

Four key findings clearly emerge from the first G-STIC conference: 

(1) Many technologies needed to achieve many SDG-related targets are readily available. 
Following demonstration to show effectiveness under real-life conditions, we need to 
develop strategies for deployment at scale to a level necessary to achieve the SDGs. 
For this, suitable policy and institutional environments, models, targeted incentives 
and partnerships are needed, which themselves are underpinned and strengthened by 
deep and sustained business, political and citizen engagement.  

(2) Widely distributed and bottom-up technological solutions that are appropriate for 
communities’ needs and circumstances are to drive the realization of the energy and 
food SDGs, two key SDGs for achieving Agenda 2030. 

(3) Circular economy is an essential element of the new narrative, with Industry 4.0 a key 
enabler to achieve it and resource recovery and use from waste streams, such as 
waste water and CO2, the new normal. 

(4) ICTs are an indispensable tool to enable the achievement of the SDGs. 
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By capturing real-life experiences and knowledge of policymakers, technology researchers, business 
and industry captains, and civil society, G-STIC 2017, through co-creation processes, aimed at 
jumpstarting transitions to more sustainable production and consumption processes, with a clear 
purpose to connect technological innovation to policy making for sustainability.  

By communicating these G-STIC 2017 key findings and messages to decision makers at local, national 
and international level and to industry leaders, it is our ambition to help them set up the 
institutional, regulatory, policy, and business frameworks that are favourable for realizing a new 
sustainable development paradigm and achieving the SDGs. At the same time, we also hope that the 
G-STIC can contribute to deepening citizen engagement, especially the youth, and help harness the 
power of a myriad of individuals across the world in shaping our future through directed and mindful 
technological innovation. 

 

The G-STIC 2017 co-hosts, 
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