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Key messages from background note

Focus on integrated technological
solu@ons
• Agroecology comprises an integrated suite of
technologies, innova7ons, prac7ces and knowledge
systems, embedded in a larger framework of
respec@ng farmers’ knowledge and ensuring equity
• Technologies and innova@ons associated with
agroecology achieve several simultaneous goals such
as rebuilding soil fer@lity, controlling pests and
weeds, improving nutrient use eﬃciency, conserving
water, reducing erosion, while diversifying
produc@on and diets

Diverse knowledges
• Agroecology combines both scien7ﬁc and tradi7onal
knowledge so that they complement and reinforce
each other
• Complementary technologies could help increase the
uptake of agroecology, for example, to aid in animal
husbandry or address farm labour shortages,
par@cularly in developed countries
• These would need to be accessible, aﬀordable,
environmentally sound, socially just and empower
farmers

Bringing agroecology to scale
• Agroecology technologies and innova7ons can be
scaled in several dimensions:
• Scaling up in terms of having the ins@tu@ons, policies
and laws to eﬀect change in support of agroecology
and its technologies, innova@ons and prac@ces
• Scaling out in terms of spread or replica@on in order to
increase the numbers of people implemen@ng
agroecology technologies, innova@ons and prac@ces
• Scaling deep, where transforma@on in rela@onships,
cultural norms and values happen
• All three can interact in powerful ways to advance
systemic change

Barriers to change
• Three key barriers to the deployment of
agroecology technologies at scale:
(i) con@nued policy and resource support to industrial
agriculture systems, coupled with the lack of
support to agroecology, which are the
consequences of not accoun@ng for externa@li@es
(ii) research and extension systems focused on a few
major species and structured around the needs of
large-scale industrial farms
(iii) current ver@cal market systems that support large
volumes of undiﬀeren@ated crop commodi@es

Enabling environment
• Enabling policy, resource and ﬁnancial measures
include
(i) removing perverse incen@ves that encourage the
adop@on of unsustainable farming prac@ces such as
monocultures and chemical pes@cides
(ii) providing incen@ves for the adop@on of speciﬁc
agroecological technologies and requisite training
(iii) helping to buﬀer farmers, especially family and
small-scale producers, in the transi@on period
(iv) true cost accoun@ng for food and agricultural
systems

Knowledge genera@on and
dissemina@on
• Changing agricultural research, educa7on and extension
programmes to focus on agroecology’s needs and cocrea@on of knowledge and innova@ons by farmers
• There are numerous examples of farmers and scien@sts
working together to conduct par@cipatory research
• Farmer-to-farmer networks have played key roles in
sharing and spreading agroecological knowledge
• Peasant agroecology schools and universi@es: funded,
run and organised by social movements

Alterna@ve supply chains and markets
• Support to local and regional markets for
diversiﬁed agroecological products - short supply
chains, direct marke@ng schemes, coopera@ve
marke@ng and purchasing, and local exchange
schemes such as farmers’ markets for
agroecological products need policy and
infrastructure support
• Public procurement programmes provide a
ready market for agroecological products, while
providing nutri@ous food at public ins@tu@ons

Empowering the agents of change
• Agroecology focuses on empowering the cri7cal
agents of change – family farmers, smallholder
producers, indigenous peoples, ﬁshers, rural women
and youth
• Building new community-led governance structures,
for example in coopera@ve marke@ng func@ons,
farmer-to-farmer knowledge sharing, communitybuilding ac@vi@es, and advocacy, is eﬀec@ve
• Also extends to consumers who are brought closer to
producers through mechanisms such as communitysupported agriculture

