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About the Alliance for Rural Electrification
The Alliance for Rural Electrification (ARE) is the global business association representing the
decentralised renewable energy (DRE) sector for rural electrification in emerging countries.

ARE unites 150+ committed and innovative Member companies working to promote a sustainable
DRE industry for the 21st century.
ARE works via four work streams:
Global voice
Acting locally

Funding & financing
Powerful partnerships

2

Members
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Productive Use of Renewable Energy (PURE)
“Productive Use of Renewable Energy (PURE)” could be defined as agricultural,
commercial and industrial activities, powered by renewable energy sources,
which generate income.
The residential use of electricity improves the quality of life of rural community while PURE in
rural areas leads to increased rural productivity, higher economic growth, and a rise in rural
employment.
Benefits:
• Triple bottom line sustainable business
• Stronger local economy
• Local impact: Jobs & increased purchase power
• Easy implementation: renewable energy technology neutral
• Enhance gender equality: Leading to broader engagement
• Improved health and sanitation: Stronger socio-economic development
• Contribution to SEforALL and SDGs: Environment and climate change

We encourage you
to read our
PURE publication
here
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Uses of electricity
Electricity market and the different applications and services to be covered
Agriculture

Business Use

• Drip-feed irrigation
• Increased egg laying
• Crop processing
o Palm oil crushing
o Coconut fibre
processing
o Jatrophi plant
processing
• Electric fences
• Improved
warehousing
• Milk chilling and
pasteurisation
• Chilling for food
preservation
• Fish farms (water
circulation)
• Nurseries – lights to
increase growth

• Metal workshop
o Welding
o Drilling & cutting
o Lathes and mills
• Fridges and freezers
• Shop lighting
• Local “bar” with
colour TV, lighting
at night
• Barbers
• Battery and cell
phone charging
• Carpentry
• Power looms
• Sawmills
• Handcraft
production
• Cell phone tower
power

Household cost or
time savings
• Lights
• Cell phone charging
• Radio
• TV
• Sewing machine
• Grain milling
• Community water
pumps

Community
• Refrigeration of
medicines and
vaccines
• Lighting for clinics
esp. night births.
• Power for medical
equipment
• Street lighting (esp.
for markets)
• Education
o Lights for night
o Power for internet
computers,
internet, projector
o Science
equipment
• Power for Churches
• Water pumps
• Sewage pumps
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Low Carbon Off-grid Communities (LOGiC)
Productive use of renewable energy can help spur economic development in Europe

Problems
Energy remoteness in the EU’s peripheral areas and islands. High cost of energy and
dependency on expensive imported fossil fuel.

Objectives
To enable cleaner and more reliable electricity for local communities in North-West Europe
(reducing GHG emission and empowering local communities with productive uses).

Solution
Unite the expertise of eight project partners to develop a standardised model for renewables-based
decentral hybrid energy systems (DHES) in North-West Europe. Develop three pilots with innovative
DHES solutions and scale up by end of project cycle (2017-2020)
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LOGiC Objectives
LOGiC will show that a 50% - 100% renewables based system (defined as a
decentralised hybrid energy system) is capable of delivering security of
supply, at an affordable rate.
The implementation concept revolves around four themes:
1. Technical: What does the system look like, how can individual
electricity sources be combined in a hybrid system?
2. Socio-Economical: Is there a business case? What financial model
should be used?
3. Policy: Political decision-making, planning permission to public
funding, public involvement in stakeholder engagement, acceleration
of roll-out and up-scaling.
4. Active involvement: involving local communities in planning and
implementing sustainable energy solutions.
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LOGiC Pilot Projects
1) Texel Island (the Netherlands)

- Solar PV, water-level storage plus small-scale batteries
for waste water management installation
2) Meckenbach (Germany)
- Solar PV, wind and batteries for community energy in
remote area of Western Germany
3) Orkney Islands (UK)
- Tidal power combined with battery storage. Blue print
for future projects combining tidal energy and battery
storage
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LOGiC Pilot Project in Texel Island (NL)
Purpose
To balance supply and demand for a decentralised renewable energy
hybrid system (DHES) as well as to distribute the generated energy
through the existing island network (total population 13,641).

Technology
Solar PV, water-level storage plus small-scale batteries for waste
water management installation.
Partners:
Project led by HHNK, which is one of the 22 waterboards in the
Netherland in cooperation with Municipality of Texel, Texel
Energie and Liander.
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LOGiC – How to get involved?
Join the LOGiC ‘Community of Practice’!
Contact:
Daniel Banis
LOGiC Project Manager
dbanis@nhn.nl

More information:
logic-dhes.eu
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Global Opportunities for Mini-Grids

Source: Microgrid Investment Accelerator, 2017
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ARE Productive Use Case Studies (Africa)
50 kW Solar Hybrid Electrification (Ensol + TTA, Tanzania)

RE Technology

Productive use
outcomes

• 48 kW solar hybrid mini-grid that generates AC 3phase electricity via a 5 km low voltage distribution
line
• High quality deep cycle batteries provide 265 kWh
storage capacity
• Establishment of more than 30 new businesses due
to availability of electricity
• A health facility can now offer uninterrupted service
and effective diagnosis of diseases
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ARE Productive Use Case Studies (Africa)
Domboramavara Area Proof of Concept (START Africa +
Windkinetic, Zimbabwe)
RE Technology

• 9 hybrid renewable micro-grids each serving a cluster
• Boreholes and biogas digesters

Productive use
outcomes

•
•
•
•

Water pumping
Biogas for cooking
Training in conservation agriculture methods
The agricultural productivity of the area will jump
from USD 40,000 p/a currently to about USD 2.2
million p/a feeding guaranteed local and regional
markets, giving employment to villagers.
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Scaling up PURE in Rural Africa - Success Factors
Project level
• Engagement of the communities in PURE planning
• In-depth understanding of end-user demand for the project sizing and design – ideally
modular/scalable technology, i.e., when power generation units can be added as demand grows
• Demand creation:
• Higher power consumption means higher revenue streams
• End-user capacity and willingness to pay is empowered as income is being generated and
power is required to continue operations
• Data generated over time, whether on load/consumption profiles, financial track record etc.
will enable a refinement of business models, refining technical design and project planning for
future projects and crucially provide investors with a real-life financial track record, which if
positive should strongly incentivise fresh investments.
• Post- implementation assessment of the projects and sharing experiences & challenges for
replication and scalability
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Success Factors
Policy and regulatory level
• Adequate and incentivising policy and regulatory framework for decentralised renewables is
essential
• Leveraging private investment with available public sector resources and tools, particularly to
reduce real and perceived risks
• It’s not just about power, an ecosystem approach to local economic development is required
• Local skills training: encourage technical and business education to resp. maintain the power

system and start/operate a business and capitalise on local opportunities : e.g RES4Africa and
Zambian organisations take the lead to create the MGA
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Lessons learnt, challenges & recommendations
1. Support governments in creating and implementing clear policy and regulatory frameworks for offgrid solutions (more info).
2. Encourage data sharing to showcase best practices
3. Encourage cross-sectoral partnerships (See ARE partnerships)
4. Mobilise more investment in education, research, development and capacity building. see ARE
publications; ARE trainings)
5. Develop innovative financing mixes and strong investment structures to de-risk investments in the
off-grid sector. (more info)

6. Develop and promote matchmaking as well as knowledge sharing tools. (more info on ARE B2B
events, case studies, best practices)
7. Empower women and youth as key change agents to achieve SEforAll objectives (see ARE position
paper on Women & Sustainable Energy, Young Leaders in Energy Access Awards).
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ARE Energy Access Investment Forum (13-14 Mar 2019)

• The 5th ARE Energy Access Investment Forum (EAIF) is a well-established political
exchange and business supporting platform to assist the private and public sector by
getting up to speed on the latest developments in the off-grid sector and upcoming
initiatives.
• As the global and locally acting voice for sustainable decentralised clean energy
solutions, it is the ARE objective to take leadership with this EAIF to have a positive
impact on the agenda of all committed stakeholders involved in this important field.
• For the first time, ARE will move its top annual Forum outside of the EU to a leading
target market in Africa: Ivory Coast!
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2019 Sponsorship Packages
BENEFITS
Company slider on ARE website
1 advertorial in ARE Newsletter
Corporate logo on all public mailings / invitations connected to the event
Corporate logo & website link of the sponsor on the event web page
Corporate logo on the event folder
Recognition in the conference opening & closure
Free access passes for VIP guests & company staff to the event
1 table + 2 chairs in the exhibition area during the event
1 self-standing roll up banner in networking area

LION CUB
(Comms pack)

X
X
X
X
X
2X

Insertion of marketing material in event folder/bags (max 1)
Speaking slot at the Forum or ARE Awards
Corporate logo on badges
Distribution of company lanyards, notepads and pens

SAFARI

SIMBA

(Comms +
exhibition pack)

(Comms +
speaker pack)

X
X
X
X
X
2X
X
X
X

X
X

Quote in ARE press release
Keynote speech (Optional: extra 5,000 EUR)

PRICE
AVAILABILITY

X
X
X
X
X
3X

MUFASA
(Comms,
exhibition +
speaker pack)

X
X
X
X
X
X
5X
X
X
X
X
X
X

X

X
X

€ 12,000

€ 3,000

€ 6,000

€ 6,000

10 packages
available

10 packages
available

5 packages
available

5 packages18
available

2019 Sponsorship Packages
Additional options
•
Possibility to organise half-day side event, room +
catering provided by ARE (up to 50 pax) = € 5,000
•
Sponsoring of direct costs to be determined on a
case-by-case basis
•
We can adapt to individual requests
Early bird (until 15 November 2018): 20% discount
Late bird (until 15 December 2018): 10% discount
Contact:
David Lecoque
ARE Policy and Business Development Manager
d.lecoque@ruralelec.org
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Looking forward to meet you at the 5th ARE
Energy Access Investment Forum, 13-14 March
2019 in Abidjan!

Alliance for Rural
Electrification
Rue d’Arlon 69-71
1040 Brussels, Belgium
are@ruralelec.org
www.ruralelec.org
Subscribe to our newsletter

David Lecoque
ARE Policy & Business
Development Manager
d.lecoque@ruralelec.org

Follow us online

ARE offsets its travel-related CO2 emissions
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