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● Strong computing and digital literacy education can close the gap in education between and within countries, 

high and low  income families, stable and fragile contexts, and rural and urban areas 

● Create equal access to digital literacy to democratize and ensure appropriate applications of ICTs 

● Promote decent jobs for youth, encourage youth entrepreneurship in ways that allow to finds solutions to 

community-identified needs 

● Develop skills that are not solely dictated by the market-driven needs, but those needed to address 

community needs and gaps in achieving sustainable development 

● Use science, technology and innovation as enablers for addressing multidimensional poverty  

● Build local capacity and innovative ecosystems, participatory-based methods for S&T investments, and 

finding ways to deliver existing technological solutions by adapting to local contexts 

● Enhance national and local physical and digital infrastructure to enable ICT inclusion  

● Promote open software and hardware  



 

● Enhance use of ICT to promote empowerment of women  

● Remove structural, financial, and sociocultural barriers leading to uneven access to technologies   

● ICTs as enablers, partnerships, and capacity-building  

● Multistakeholder partnership and building capacity through local embeddedness of programs 

● Promote coherence between the science-policy dimension of different sustainable development agendas to 

promote effective resource use and knowledge sharing 
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Bridging the Digital Divide: Youth Perspectives  

● Moving away from a  "one size fit all" mentality, national frameworks should promote innovation that integrates 

traditional knowledge and reflects local context 

● Harness the transformative capacity of ICTs and minimise the disruptive 

○ promote decent jobs, close gender divides by tackling structural barriers, and ensure that ICTs improve 

livelihoods rather than widen inequalities 

● Market-driven obsession with “delivering innovations” is misguided. Rather, we need effective solutions for 

“innovating the delivery” of existing and proven sustainable technologies and knowledge  

● Develop frameworks to track the positive and negative, primary and secondary, short-term and long-term, 

intended and unintended effects of technologies 

● Push back against policy suggestions that overemphasize and generalize entrepreneurship as the main strategy 

to address youth unemployment 

● Digital literacy skills need to be taught in conjunction with complementary formal and informal skills that are 

context-specific 

● Community-driven ICT skills and digital literacy that contribute to sustainable livelihoods, and decent jobs, not 

simply to serve market demands, which are in flux and uncertain 


