
  

Power to the peoplePower to the people

Will the energy transitionWill the energy transition
lead to energy democracy?lead to energy democracy?
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Overview Overview 

-- who? what? where? when? who? what? where? when?
- what is a REScoop?- what is a REScoop?
- RES are common goods- RES are common goods
- what is REScoop.eu- what is REScoop.eu
- challenges faced by REScoops across the EU- challenges faced by REScoops across the EU
- threats / opportunities presented by the EC and the Energy   - threats / opportunities presented by the EC and the Energy   
  Union  Union
- energy transition unleashed- energy transition unleashed
- energy transition to energy democracy- energy transition to energy democracy
- REScoop recommendation to policy makers and citizens- REScoop recommendation to policy makers and citizens
- join and spread the REScoop movement- join and spread the REScoop movement



  

Dirk Vansintjan-Ecopower-REScoop Dirk Vansintjan-Ecopower-REScoop 
- ngo TSAP 1982- ngo TSAP 1982
- co-founder                   - co-founder                   
  Ecopower (BE) 1991  Ecopower (BE) 1991
- production since 1995 - production since 1995 
- hydro, sun, wind, - hydro, sun, wind, 

biomassbiomass
- 50.000 members- 50.000 members
- 50 M€ capital- 50 M€ capital
- supplier since 2003: - supplier since 2003: 

1,5% market share1,5% market share
- co-founder of               - co-founder of               

REScoop.be,          REScoop.be,          
REScoop.eu   REScoop.eu   
REScoop.vlREScoop.vl

- president            - president            
REScoop.euREScoop.eu



  

What is a REScoop? What is a REScoop? 

➢ abbreviation of Renewable Energy Sources abbreviation of Renewable Energy Sources 
COOPerative COOPerative 

➢ open group of citizens who co-operate on open group of citizens who co-operate on 
renewable energy or energy efficiency renewable energy or energy efficiency 
(production, distribution, supply, services), also (production, distribution, supply, services), also 
called 'community power initiatives', regardless called 'community power initiatives', regardless 
their legal entity, but following ICA principlestheir legal entity, but following ICA principles



  

Renewable Energy Sources are Common Renewable Energy Sources are Common 
GoodsGoods

➢ not private, not public, nor belong to a closed not private, not public, nor belong to a closed 
clubclub

➢ but can be used for common sustainable but can be used for common sustainable 
purposespurposes

➢ natural resources like the sun, wind and water, ....natural resources like the sun, wind and water, ....



  

What is REScoop.eu?

- European federation- European federation
- formally founded end of 2013 by Ecopower (BE), De Windvogel        - formally founded end of 2013 by Ecopower (BE), De Windvogel        
  (NL), Enercoop (FR) and Somenergia (ES)  (NL), Enercoop (FR) and Somenergia (ES)
- members: national federations of REScoops or REScoops- members: national federations of REScoops or REScoops
- now: members from Germany, Belgium, Netherlands, France,   - now: members from Germany, Belgium, Netherlands, France,             
  Denmark, Spain, Italy, Greece, Ireland, UK, Croatia, Portugal  Denmark, Spain, Italy, Greece, Ireland, UK, Croatia, Portugal
- represents half of the more than 2400 known REScoops, but DK...- represents half of the more than 2400 known REScoops, but DK...
- member of Cooperatives Europe (ICA) and its Energy Working         - member of Cooperatives Europe (ICA) and its Energy Working         
  Group  Group
- advocacy at EU level and developing services for members- advocacy at EU level and developing services for members
- active in several Horizon 2020 and Intelligent Energy Europe            - active in several Horizon 2020 and Intelligent Energy Europe            
  projects, funded by the EU, like: REScoop 20-20-20, CoPower and     projects, funded by the EU, like: REScoop 20-20-20, CoPower and   
  REScoop MECISE  REScoop MECISE



  

Where can you find REScoops?



  

Challenges faced by REScoops across EUChallenges faced by REScoops across EU

➢ Spain: Somenergia and its Spain: Somenergia and its Generation kWhGeneration kWh



  

Challenges faced by REScoops across EUChallenges faced by REScoops across EU

➢ Greece: Greece: Sifnos Island CooperativeSifnos Island Cooperative



  

Challenges faced by REScoops across EUChallenges faced by REScoops across EU

➢ Germany: tendering of support and effect on creation of Germany: tendering of support and effect on creation of 
new REScoops: implementation of State Aid Guidelinesnew REScoops: implementation of State Aid Guidelines



  

Challenges faced by REScoops across EUChallenges faced by REScoops across EU

➢ Belgium: windrush vs. windclaimBelgium: windrush vs. windclaim



  

Challenges faced by REScoops across EUChallenges faced by REScoops across EU
➢ France: state monopoly EDF vs. Enercoop, Energie France: state monopoly EDF vs. Enercoop, Energie 

PartagéePartagée



  

Challenges faced by REScoops across EUChallenges faced by REScoops across EU

➢ Italy: South Tyrol: unbundling?Italy: South Tyrol: unbundling?
➢ e.g. E-werk Prad,South Tirol (IT) and SEVe.g. E-werk Prad,South Tirol (IT) and SEV
➢ 19211921
➢ smart gridsmart grid



  

Challenges faced by REScoops across EUChallenges faced by REScoops across EU

➢ Eastern Europe: coop connotated with communism...Eastern Europe: coop connotated with communism...
➢ eg. Polandeg. Poland
➢ Croatia Croatia 



  

The The  threats / opportunities presented by  threats / opportunities presented by 
the EC and the Energy Unionthe EC and the Energy Union
➢ Former EC: State aid guidelines 2014Former EC: State aid guidelines 2014



  

Ceci n'est pas la transition énergétique...Ceci n'est pas la transition énergétique...



  

The The  threats / opportunities presented by  threats / opportunities presented by 
the EC and Energy Unionthe EC and Energy Union
➢ Actual EC: Reform of the energy market: what is self-Actual EC: Reform of the energy market: what is self-

consumption?consumption?

'Just as some consumers want to generate their own electricity 'Just as some consumers want to generate their own electricity 

individually, others want to group together in their dealings with energy individually, others want to group together in their dealings with energy 

suppliers. Many consumers see a benefit in delegating their decisions to suppliers. Many consumers see a benefit in delegating their decisions to 

intermediaries, who act on their behalf. They should be free to do this. intermediaries, who act on their behalf. They should be free to do this. 

In some Member States, collective schemes and community initiatives, In some Member States, collective schemes and community initiatives, 

including switching campaigns and micro generation cooperatives, have including switching campaigns and micro generation cooperatives, have 

already taken off. Tomorrow we will hear how already taken off. Tomorrow we will hear how citizenscitizens in Belgium have  in Belgium have 

set up a set up a cooperativecooperative with 47 000 members and  with 47 000 members and full ownershipfull ownership of their  of their 

renewable energy installations. These initiatives are a growing part of renewable energy installations. These initiatives are a growing part of 

the future market design. They should be encouraged and become an the future market design. They should be encouraged and become an 

option for as many consumers as possible. I will work with the option for as many consumers as possible. I will work with the Covenant Covenant 

of Mayorsof Mayors, the bottom-up initiative of 6300 cities and communities, to , the bottom-up initiative of 6300 cities and communities, to 

make this happen.' (Canete, London March 2015)make this happen.' (Canete, London March 2015)



  

The energy transition unleashedThe energy transition unleashed
➢ from fossil/nuclear from fossil/nuclear 

fuels to renewable fuels to renewable 
energyenergy

➢ from wasting to from wasting to 
saving energysaving energy

➢ from centralised to from centralised to 
a more a more 
decentralised decentralised 
productionproduction
➢ in the right amountin the right amount
➢ at the right momentat the right moment
➢ at the right placeat the right place
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The energy transitionThe energy transition

➢ is being payed by citizensis being payed by citizens
➢ as consumers (recent example as consumers (recent example 

Flanders: 50x more)Flanders: 50x more)
➢ as tax payersas tax payers
➢ when having savings in the when having savings in the 

bankbank
➢ is a unique opportunity for is a unique opportunity for 

citizens to choose whethercitizens to choose whether
➢ to stay passive and undergoto stay passive and undergo
➢ to become active and...to become active and...



  

The energy transition to energy democracyThe energy transition to energy democracy

➢ essential for successful energy transitionessential for successful energy transition
➢ citizens are aware of neccessity of energy transitioncitizens are aware of neccessity of energy transition
➢ implementation locally of SEAP (CoM) which is result implementation locally of SEAP (CoM) which is result 

of participative process (white page start)of participative process (white page start)
➢ citizen ownership is crucialcitizen ownership is crucial
➢ link RE and EElink RE and EE
➢ link municipality – citizen – REScoopslink municipality – citizen – REScoops
➢ eg. Eeklo, Asse, Schoten, ...eg. Eeklo, Asse, Schoten, ...
➢ alternative = often citizens turning against REalternative = often citizens turning against RE

➢ REScoops become local economy actorsREScoops become local economy actors



  

The energy transition to energy democracyThe energy transition to energy democracy

Example: municipality of AsseExample: municipality of Asse

1998: municipality starts participative process to 1998: municipality starts participative process to 
make a prototype of a SEAPmake a prototype of a SEAP

1999: public tender/search for developer for 2 WTG  1999: public tender/search for developer for 2 WTG  
          choice for Ecopower           choice for Ecopower 

2001: Ecopower builds 3 WTG2001: Ecopower builds 3 WTG

2010: second tender for 2 WTG and choice for          2010: second tender for 2 WTG and choice for          
          Ecopower           Ecopower 

2011: Ecopower builds the 2 WTG and seconds a     2011: Ecopower builds the 2 WTG and seconds a     
          PT staff member to the municipality          PT staff member to the municipality

2011 - ... : several other projects2011 - ... : several other projects
➢



  

The energy transition to energy democracyThe energy transition to energy democracy

Example: municipality of AsseExample: municipality of Asse
➢ 2008: public tender/search for partner (energy)2008: public tender/search for partner (energy)
➢ 2009: choice for Ecopower and vision text2009: choice for Ecopower and vision text
➢ 2013: Asse joins the Covenant of Mayors2013: Asse joins the Covenant of Mayors
➢ 2014: Ecopower gets building permit for 4 WTG 2014: Ecopower gets building permit for 4 WTG 

(only one objection)(only one objection)
➢ 2015: Ecopower builds the 4 WTG and seconds a 2015: Ecopower builds the 4 WTG and seconds a 

PT staff member to the municipalityPT staff member to the municipality
➢ 2015: Asse is the first municipality in VB with 2015: Asse is the first municipality in VB with 

SEAP submittedSEAP submitted
➢ ......



  

REScoop recommendations to policy REScoop recommendations to policy 
makers and citizens in Europemakers and citizens in Europe

➢ Keep the common goods in the hands of citizensKeep the common goods in the hands of citizens
➢ Keep production in the hands of citizensKeep production in the hands of citizens
➢ Keep the transmission and distribution networks in Keep the transmission and distribution networks in 

the hands of citizensthe hands of citizens
➢ Join and spread the REScoop-movement across Join and spread the REScoop-movement across 

EuropeEurope



  

Keep production in the hands of citizensKeep production in the hands of citizens

➢ local energy production should local energy production should 
stay in hands of local people stay in hands of local people 
➢ money for energy stays in local money for energy stays in local 

economyeconomy
➢ up to € 2,000 pp/y (Belgium)up to € 2,000 pp/y (Belgium)

➢ authorities should promote:authorities should promote:
➢ direct participationdirect participation
➢ 100 % citizen owned energy 100 % citizen owned energy 

projectsprojects



  

Join and spread the REScoop movementJoin and spread the REScoop movement

What can you do?What can you do?
➢ join an existing REScoopjoin an existing REScoop
➢ start a new local REScoopstart a new local REScoop

➢ bring local people involved/interested  around kitchen tablebring local people involved/interested  around kitchen table
➢ look what you can do locallylook what you can do locally
➢ learn from existing REScoops/federation of REScoopslearn from existing REScoops/federation of REScoops
➢ look out for advicelook out for advice
➢



  

Join and spread the REScoop movementJoin and spread the REScoop movement

➢ What can we do for your initiative?What can we do for your initiative?
● professional advice on REScoopsprofessional advice on REScoops

eg. Energy4All (UK), REScoop Vlaanderen (BE), mentors network eg. Energy4All (UK), REScoop Vlaanderen (BE), mentors network 
(EU)(EU)

● professional advice on setting up coopsprofessional advice on setting up coops

eg. DGRV (DE) and Coopburo (BE)eg. DGRV (DE) and Coopburo (BE)  

REScoop MECISE: REScoop MECISE: 
● Horizon 2020 program EU projectHorizon 2020 program EU project

● links RE with EElinks RE with EE

● links REScoops with municipalitieslinks REScoops with municipalities

● REScoop revolving fundREScoop revolving fund



  

Join and spread the REScoop movementJoin and spread the REScoop movement



  


